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L Mohsin Shaikh

Mohsin Shaikh, is a multidisciplinary artist based in Rawalpindi, Pakistan. Holding
a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Painting from the National College of Arts,
Lahore, Shaikh’s practice extends far beyond the traditional boundaries of the
painted surface. While his formal training lies in painting, his relentless curiosity
and desire to expand the language of visual expression have led him to explore
diverse mediums such as sculpture, miniature, and printmaking. Each discipline
becomes a vessel through which his ideas morph, merge, and re-emerge in new
material forms.

For Shaikh, art is not confined by universal rules or aesthetic hierarchies; it is a
living language — fluid, unpredictable, and profoundly human. His process
embraces experimentation, accident, and transformation, allowing materials
themselves to dictate the rhythm and evolution of a work. Gold, chrome,
pigment, and organic textures often become metaphors for emotion, power,
and transience, reflecting the tension between human desire and natural
beauty. Through this dialogue between substance and spirit, Shaikh’s works
evoke both material seduction and conceptual depth.

Since 2016, Shaikh has been exhibiting professionally with galleries in Pakistan and
abroad, presenting his work in solo and group exhibitions across major art centers
such as Karachi, Lahore, Islamabad, Dubai, New York, and Washington. His artistic
vision resonates through an evolving body of work that challenges conventional
perceptions of surface, form, and value. Beyond the gallery context, Shaikh
continues to receive personal commissions, demonstrating the accessibility and
universality of his visual language. In 2016, Shaikh was awarded First Prize at VM
Art Gallery, Karachi, in the Emerging Artists of Pakistan exhibition — an early
recognition of his innovative and fearless approach to contemporary art-making.
Today, working from his Rawalpindi-based studio, Shaikh continues to expand his
visual vocabulary, merging technical mastery with conceptual inquiry. His practice
stands as a testament to an artist’s unending pursuit of transformation — where
emotion meets material, and thought transcends form.
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As a ch|ld 1 learned to read"the nlght sky the way otHers read a book ltymg Wi
ahead on my n10ther s.arm in the coot .grass’ I\would trace constéllat ions nd spi
4 them lnto stones dragons br‘i‘lngr f|re, prrater shl-ps at war, - cran 'ng
o] rmposs|ble fr|endsh|ps. My mother fed that hab‘lt—encouragrng the mes,of make- 2%
“believe that later became. the language I.use mkithe stud|o “‘My ‘Cosr c series- is an
attempt to return to ﬁhat unguarded Wa‘y of seemg U*slng mfpamt and glrtter dust
5 Jon lal-ge canvases molten clouds ‘of golour and scatter sh|mmer1ng stars that t
. join “and. d|s€ormect like memorles Shalpes emerge and dis'sdl\”ie in
dots become c‘onstelli{ons‘bj prwate}scenés and publlc mylths _
freely—somehmes W|ld y=*so the works read like the interior li ‘vof awcfhrld now
groWn, refusi ng‘the dulllng bounds of adult. reallsm, ﬁ'hese P intings are not ‘an "f'.
: \ _escape but an msrstglce |mag|nat|on is."a \wtal mode of knowledge By
foregroundrng playful narraters- and fantastlcal elements L invite the 'viewer to

suspend disbelief and re- eﬂnt‘er a space where a stlck is a l|ghtsaber, blanket a-

abft actxon, :
" bru h‘\moves

spaceshlp, and ordmary things become extraordlnary again. My work asksfor the,h
penmsswn to dream- openly,»tg honor memory, and to celebrate tp,e |rrepreSS|ble
[oglc of chlldhood What 1‘ make . sprmgs directly from lived ._/ﬁexperlence—an
: |mag|nat|ve ch|ldhood that some called eccentrrc, others m|sunfferstood Those
fragments of laughter, admon|t|on and wonder are what I stitch across the canvas.
“In the end my pract|ce is an act of reclamat|on pamtmg stars to re‘c

nnect the dots ‘-
of the past, and keepmg ch|ldhood wonder al|ve in the face of an often indifferent .
reality. ki = A 5




Cosmic Clouds Into The Space (Series)
48 x 84 inches - Giltter Dust & Oil on Canvas



Detail Images




Cosmic Clouds Into The Space (Series)
72 x 48 inches - Giltter Dust & Oil on Canvas



Detail Images:




It’s not that Easy ( Series)
49 x 34 inches - Giltter Dust & Oil on Canvas



Detail Images:




Where Dreams Drip Gold ( Series)
36 x 24 inches - Giltter Dust & Oil on Canvas
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Detail Images




Cosmic Clouds Into The Space (Series)
36 x 36 inches - Giltter Dust & Oil on Canvas



Detail Images:
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Cosmic Clouds Into The Space (Series)
36 x 36 inches - Giltter Dust & Oil on Canvas



Detail Images:




Cosmic Clouds Into The Space (Series)
42 x 27 inches - Giltter Dust & Oil on Canvas



Detail Images




Cosmic Clouds Into The Space (Series)
42 x 27 inches - Giltter Dust & Oil on Canvas



Detail Images
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Cosmic Clouds Into The Space (Series)
24 x 19 inches - Giltter Dust & Oil on Canvas



Detail Images:




Cosmic Clouds Into The Space (Series)
27 x 18 inches - Giltter Dust & Oil on Canvas




Detail Images:
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Cosmic Clouds Into The Space (Series)
27 x 18 inches - Giltter Dust & Oil on Canvas
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Detail Images:
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